% Stride the Divide

What are we here for?
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Provide alaptop for al childrenin Year 7 & 8to
use at home

Provide access to the internet at home

Use“The Grid” as aweb based learning platform
Increase the use of ICT for home learning
Provide courses for parents in school
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Educational Aims

To increase children’slife-long learning skills

"0 develop ICT skills

To improve learning skills at home and at school

To support parents to develop ICT skills

.andfinaly ...
To iImprove exam success rate
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Attainment Resear ch

» Using a computer for school work out of school was
positively associated with a small improvement in
children’ s attainment in mathematics at Years 6 and 9

» Using a computer for school work out of school was
positively associated with a modest, but more extensive,
effect in mathematics and English at Year 11
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Pupils, parents and teachers reported that using ICT raised pupils
confidence and had motivational effects.

|CT was motivational because it contributed both to making school
work more enjoyable and also to pupils perceptions of achievement.

Specifically, ICT was regarded as making homework less boring
because children regarded using computers as. ‘ cool’ ; interactive and
multimodal texts were more interesting than books; ICT saved time (e.g.
It Is easier to write and revise documents on a computer than by hand)
and enhanced the presentation of children’s work;

the Internet was a good source of information (range and depth) and
educational materials (such as revision websites); |CT enabled multi-
tasking and was perceived by children to improve grades (about 50% of
children thought that using computer improved their marks).

Children and Y oung People'sHome Use of ICT for Educational Purposes: The Impact on Attainment at Key Stages 1-4. DfES RR672
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Funding
Grant from National e-Learning Foundation (£10 000)
Donations from PTFA and MGSCF
Sponsorship (to be arranged)
Parental donations
VAT rebate (17.5%)
Gift Aid (28% for tax payers)

23/05/2007




Stride the Divide
I —

23/05/2007 7



Stride the Divide

Parental donations

Parents are asked to make an initial donation of £32 AND
further donations of elther

£16/month for 36 months

£192/year for 3 years

£550 as a “one-off” donation

Donations can be collected in the following ways:
Direct debit (thisisthe preferred method)
Chegues or cash
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The whole package (worth £750+)
Laptop for use for three + years (for full specification see pack)
Briefcase style carry case

Software licensing includes:
MS Windows XP
MS Office 2006 (Word, Excel, Powerpoint)
Norton Anti-virus
Nero CD Burner
Power DVD Viewer

24 hour telephone hel pline/support

Three year warranty — return to base (free courier service)
Skills teaching for children and parents

Free dia up access to the Internet through AoL
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Next steps
Read the information in the pack
Sign up by completing the donation form (including an initial
voluntary donation of £32, the “Gift Aid Declaration” and the “Direct
Debit Instruction” if possible)

Hand in tonight if possible. Inany event ...
The deadlinefor signing up is Monday 20/11/06 at 9am

Please note: the scheme will run again in 2007 but we cannot
guarantee the very low parental donations asit isunlikely we will be
awarded a further grant next year
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FAQs
What will happen at the end of three years?
It is possible to extend the loan (without extending the donations!)
Return the laptop to school for disposal
Start another three year loan of an upgraded |aptop

What happensif the laptop breaks down?
Return to school — the laptop will be sent for repair under warranty
The usual time taken for repairsis 10 working days

What happensif thelaptop islost or stolen?

The school cannot provide insurance — but you will be able to make a
claim on your home policy — most policies include electronic items —
even if onloan. Check with your insurance company.
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FAQs

| would liketo borrow a laptop but cannot afford £16/month

No problem —if you are eligible for FSMs or are not able to afford the full
amount, you are still entitled to borrow alaptop for alower monthly donation.
Please see Mrs Pilch (HT’s PA) for further advice and support

Can | add additional hardwareto the laptop?

Yes. For example, you may wish to add a printer or adigital camerato the
laptop. Itisalso possibleto add a TV tuner and speakers to the computer to
make it into a pretty good “Home Media Centre’!

How do | accesstheinternet?

AoL offer afree dial-up service from 8am until 8pm in conjunction with the
Mount Grace and the e-Learning Foundation. See details in the information
pack — please note that you will need a phone line for this service. Please
seek advice if this might be a problem.
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